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ABSTRACT

The purpose of this study is to examine and understand the area and the original outer boundaries of Hamchunwon(# #%0),
which was the outer royal garden of Gyeonghuigung Palace, which existed before the site of the Russian legation. The results
of the study are as follows.

First, examining the 3 types of drawings prepared for securing the Russian legation’s site and constructing a new building,
it was confirmed that two low peaks, which appear to be the original terrain of Hamchunwon, existed in the north and south
directions inside the site. According to the initial plan of the of the legation’s site, it appears that the entrance of the legation
building is connected to the Saemunan-ro in the northwest. However, according to the report made at the time when the Russian
temporary minister Veber purchased the legation’s site, it was recorded that the site already had a narrow entrance and a dirt
road in place, and hence, it was connected to Saemunan-ro. This fact makes it possible to learn that the line of movement
for officials and the original gate were located to the northwest of the site planned as the entrance of the legation building
towards Hamchunwon.

Second, the site was created by cutting the top of the high hill at the time of the construction of the legation building,
and as a result, a two tiered staircase typed terrace was built. The ground on which the main building and the secretary’s
building, etc., were erected was made by cutting the highest peak and solidifying it flat, and a large quantity of soil was
used for grading. In the case of the northern area of the main building, the traces of leveling the terrain by cutting the mountains
are apparent, and an observation typed garden with a walking path and pavilion was formed by utilizing the physical environment
equipped with an easy view. This may be considered as a use which is consistent with the topographical conditions of creating
an outer royal garden to block the civilian views on a high terrain overlooking the palace.

Third, Hamchunwon’s fences were partially exposed in the photos from the 1880s through the 1890s, which demonstrate
the spatial changes made around the US, UK, and the Russian legations. As a result of the photo analysis performed, Hamchunwon
occupies the northern area of the Russian legation’s site, and it is estimated that the north, west, and east walls of the legation
resembled those of Hamchunwon. The area to the south of the Russian legation was originally a place made available for
civilian houses, and it was possible to examine the circumstances of purchasing dozens of civilian houses and farmlands according
to various materials.

Fourth, Hamchunwon, which was formed as the outer royal garden of Gyeongdeokgung Palace of Lord Gwanghaegun, lost
its sense of place as an outer royal garden when the entire building of Gyeonghuigung Palace was torn down and used as
a construction members during the reconstruction of Gyeongbokgung Palace, and faded away as the site was sold to Russia
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around 1885. The area where Hamchunwon used to be located transformed into a core space of the Russian legation where
the main building and garden were located after the construction of the new building. Hence, Hamchunwon, which was limited
to the northern area of the Russian legation, does not carry the temporal and spatial context with Gyeongungung Palace and
Seonwonjeon which were constructed after 1897, and it is determined that the view of Seonwonjeon as Bachoorim or Baegyeongrim
is not valid.

Key words: Jeongdong, Path of Emperor Gojong, Royal Refuge at the Russian Legation, Russian Legation, Sangrimwon
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