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ABSTRACT

This study examines the Gyeongbokgung Palace Restoration and Maintenance Plan, as well as visual records, to investigate
the contextual background and challenges in the formation of the palace’s vegetation landscape.

First, the plan for introducing vegetation was first established through the "Gyeongbokgung Restoration and Maintenance
Basic Plan(1994); and the TComprehensive Landscape Basic Design(1996);. However, subsequent landscape management was
limited to resolving localized issues encountered during archaeological investigations and architectural restoration, rather than
implementing a systematic planting strategy. Second, restoration efforts relied heavily on architectural reference drawings, such
as the "Bukgwoldohyeong; and the "Gyeongbokgung Layout Map;, which lacked detailed landscape information. Consequently,
many courtyard areas around the palace buildings lacked a planting strategy and spatial articulation and thus remained empty
and unplanted. The dismantling of cloisters and walls increased the openness of exterior areas. At the same time, green zones
designated for future excavation or reconstruction weakened the spatial coherence and identity of the royal garden. In areas
such as Yeongjegyo, Gyeonghoeru, and Hyangwonji, the absence of seasonal planting composition, unmanaged tree growth,
distorted tree forms, and park-style herbaceous planting diminished the character of the palace’s landscape. Third, vegetation
was minimally represented in "Restoration Renderings; , in contrast to Kim Hak-soo’s "Bukgwoldo, which vividly portrayed
diverse, space-specific vegetation that emphasized both scenic and functional value of plantings across the palace grounds.
Fourth, targeted planting strategies were developed for specific zones: for example willow trees lining the central path and
boundary trees planted between Gwanghwamun and Heungnyemun. At Yeongjegyo Bridge, where fruit trees currently occupy
the flowerbeds, the restoration of a symbolic willow grove has been proposed to represents the Geumcheon stream. In the
Amisan Garden behind Gyotaejeon, enhancing the woodland mass is essential for directing geomantic energy flow (naemaek),
consistent with the principles of feng shui and traditional site planning. In official spaces, like Sujeongjeon, the symmetrical
planting of evergreen species is appropriate for emphasizing formality and an axis. In the women’s residential quarters including
Jagyeongjeon, Hamhwadang, and Jipgyeongdang the introduction of flowering trees is suitable for reflecting seasonal changes
and spatial intimacy. In the Donggung and royal administrative quarters (Gwolnaegaksa), vegetation may be introduced in
relation to the planting arrangements of Geoncheonggung and the flower terrace at Heungbokjeon. Waterside planting around
Gyeonghoeru and Hyangwonji is recommended to frame views outward toward the surrounding mountains and reinforce the
enclosed, spatially contained water features.

This study underscores the importance of spatially differentiated vegetation planning that reflects the functional roles and

symbolic meanings of each zone within the contemporary restoration landscape of Gyeongbokgung Palace.
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