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ABSTRACT

Noksan is a green area in the form of a hill located inside Gyeongbokgung Palace, unrecognized as a cultural heritage
space. This study analyzed the literature and the actual site to derive its landscape meaning by examining the background
for the formation of Noksan and how it changed. As a result, the identity of Noksan was related to the geomagnetic vein,
pine forest, and deers, and the following are its landscape meaning.

First, several ancient maps, including the "Map of Gyeongbokgung Palace, depicted the mountain range continuing from
Baegaksan(Bugaksan) Mountain to areas inside Gyeongbokgung Palace, and Noksan is a forest located on the geomantic vein,
which continues to Gangnyeongjeon Hall and Munsojeon Hall. On Bukgwoldo(Map of Gyeongbokgung Palace), Noksan is
depicted with Yugujeong Pavilion, Namyeogo Storage, office for the manager of Noksan, the brook on north and south, and
the wall. It can be understood as a prototypical landscape composed of minimal facilities and the forest.

Second, the northern palace walls of Gyeongbokgung Palace were constructed in King Sejong’s reign. The area behind Yeonjo(king’s
resting place) up to Sinmumun Gate(north gate of the palace) was regarded as the rear garden when Gyeongbokgung Palace
was constructed. However, a new rear garden was built outside the Sinmumun Gate when the palace was rebuilt. Only Noksan
maintained the geomantic vein under the circumstance. However, the geographical features changed enormously during the
Japanese colonial era when they constructed a huge official residence in the rear garden outside the Sinmumun Gate and the
residence of the governor-general and road in the site of the Blue House. Moreover, Noksan was severed from the foothill
of Baegaksan Mountain when ‘Cheongwadae-ro(road)’ was constructed between the Blue House and Noksan in 1967.

Third, the significant characteristics and conditions of the forest, which became the origin of Noksan, were identified based
on the fact that the geomatic state of the northeastern side of Gyeongbokgung Palace, the naecheongnyong area in geomantic
terms(the innermost ‘dragon vein’ among the veins that stretched out from the central mountain toward the left side), and
they planted pine trees to reinforce the ‘ground vein’ and the fact that it was expressed as the ‘Pine Field’ before the Japanese
Invasion of Korea in 1592. The pine forest, mixed with oaks, cherries, elms, and chestnuts, identified through the excavation
investigation, can be understood as the original vegetation landscape. Noksan’s topography changed; a brook disappeared due
to mounding, and foreign species such as acacia and ornamental juniper were planted. Currently, pine trees’ ratio decreased
while the forest is composed of oaks, mixed deciduous trees, some ailanthus, and willow.

Fourth, the fact the name, ‘Noksan,” came from the deer, which symbolized spirit, longevity, eternal life, and royal authority,
was confirmed through an article of The Korea Daily News titled ‘One of the seven deers in Nokwon(deer garden) in Gyeongbokgung
Palace starved to death.’
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