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The Aspect of Modern Garden Culture Development in Korea
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ABSTRACT

To understand the development and trends of modern garden culture in South Korea, keywords related to the subject
were extracted from monthly magazines, news articles, books, research papers, and websites, and search and data
collection were repeated to extract key events and arrange them in chronological order. Four periods were identified
with reference to specific events: the Gyeonggi Garden Culture Expo (2010), the enactment of garden laws (2015),
and the COVID-19 pandemic (2020).

In the first period (pre-2009), private botanical gardens opened, indoor gardens emerged, and the popularization
of garden-related information took place. In the second period (2010~2014), garden expos were held, garden artists
emerged, community garden culture was activated, and professional organizations were established, including the launch
of specialized garden magazines. In the third period (2015~2019), the Korea Forest Service established legal frameworks,
designated national, local, and private gardens, garden industry associations was formed, and professional personnel was
trained. In the fourth period (2020~2023), there was increased public interest in gardens, and government and local
initiatives for garden projects intensified. Gardens were integrated with advanced technology, broadcasting, and the arts,
and universities introduced garden studies as a major. Garden culture activities were categorized into garden creation,
exhibitions and events, garden education, garden research and development, and the dissemination of garden information.

Activities such as the creation of gardens, exhibitions and events, garden legislation, garden education, garden R&D,
and garden information dissemination can be considered characteristics of modern gardening culture in South Korea.
Throughout the development of gardening culture, individuals such as garden designers, citizen gardeners, and landscape
professionals, companies like landscaping, construction and media companies, nonprofit organizations like universities,
societies and centers, and government bodies have actively participated. The collaborative efforts of government,
academia, industry, and the public, led by the Korea Forest Service in establishing regulations and providing financial
support, have formed a regional network where local governments execute projects. This collaborative network is the

fruition of South Korea’s modern gardening culture.
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